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It is a characteristic of a committed believer and a successful servant of Allah.
In Surah Al Maarij, Allah defines the true believers as “those who are
persistent in their prayer.” 
It is Allah’s commandment to the best of His creation - the Prophets. In Surah
Maryam, Jesus (AS) says, “He has made me a blessing wherever I go, and bid
me establish prayer and give alms-tax as long as I live.”
There is reward for continuous and consistent actions even when you are
unable to do them. The Messenger of Allah stated, “If a servant becomes ill or
travels, it will be written for him that he was working as a valid resident;” Ibn
Hajar explains: This is in the case of the one who used to do obedience and
was prevented from it, and his intention that he would have continued in it.
It leads to a good end. Everyone wants to die while doing good deeds. The
Prophet (PBUH) said, “If Allah loves His servant, He would sweeten him.”
When the companions asked how Allah would sweeten him, Allah’s
Messenger said, “He helps him do a good deed and takes his soul in that
state.”
It is also a safety net from disasters. In Surah As-Saffat, Allah (SWT) says about
Prophet Yunus (AS), “And had he not been among those who glorify Him, he
would surely have remained in his womb ( whale) until a day when they will
be resurrected.”

Months, days, and years all accumulate to determine lifespans and also provide
people with the opportunity to perform good deeds. Further, death patrols day
and night to take the souls whose time has come and on the Day of Resurrection,
we shall surely be asked about our deeds. Allah (SWT) says,

“The death you are running away from will inevitably come to you. Then, you will
be returned to the Knower of the seen and unseen, and He will inform you of
what you used to do” (Quran 62:8). 

Therefore, we must persist in being mindful of Allah’s commands, and know that
this persistence in Allah’s obedience has the following great merits:

As the first 10 days of Dhul Hijjah roll around, let's increase in ibaadah for as
Allah's Messenger has told us, "There are no days on which righteous deeds are
more beloved to Allah than these ten days.” 

The HIC Summer Camp will be held
in-person from July 12-29.

This year the camp will focus on
Hajj, Eid ul Adha, and Prophet
Ibrahim (AS), along with Quran

reading and recitation.
 

For more information, email:
hicsundayschool@gmail.com 

As the COVID situation continues to
improve by the grace of the All-
Mighty, HIC plans to host its first

community gathering of 2021
inshaAllah on 

July 3rd, Saturday.
 

Everyone is invited for a catered
meal. This will be an opportunity to
hear a few words in support of our

brothers and sisters in Palestine and
to collect donations for them.

 

Weekly Online Schedule 
 

Friday Halaqah 
Sunday Seerah Class (6:30 PM)

Join using this Zoom Link.
 Imam's YouTube Channel
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Community EventsFrom the Imam's Desk
 Continuity  in Ibaadah By Imam Ragab Abdelmoneim

From next month, inshaAllah we will be featuring a regular question
and answer column with Imam Ragab. You can send in any
questions or religious queries that may you have to
imam@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org 

HIC Summer Camp

Avicenna, HIC's free medical clinic,
continues to accept patients.

To schedule an appointment, visit
http://avicennafmc.org

 

Community Reminder

https://zoom.us/j/2468337896?pwd=WjRVZXVhTnlNSXRMR2xBK0JyV2lMUT09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCi46TTSdTZhLb2aQvh5pHAQ/videos
http://avicennafmc.org/


2

In Conversation with Umar Seljuki, James Clemens' Valedictorian 
By Aasim Musani & Abdullah Sheikh 

 

What is your advice for the youth and/or parents about school?

If you have a talent or a passion in something, go for it. Don’t spend your entire life doing something you don’t
enjoy, as when you enjoy something, you will strive to excel. This is where I advise parents to not only help their
children follow their dreams, but to give them the guidance to actualize their dreams. Please don’t pressure the
youth into a certain career, but to help accommodate their talents, passions, and interests for them to shine in
their respective fields.
 

The next piece of advise to the youth is something I am very adamant about; do not aim for a certain rank in
school. As valedictorian, I am by no means the smartest in my grade. I have friends that are more proficient in
engineering, computer science, acting, art, and so on, while I do not have a specialization that I excel in. Instead of
spending my extra hours after school to foster my interests, I’ll work on homework for a class I have no interest in
whatsoever like AP Environmental Science or AP Art History. However, make sure these extra hours aren’t forced
but interesting and fun. Many of us shrug at the thought of these projects because we are told we have to
program a robot or create a business. Although some of us may truly be interested in those activities, most of us
aren’t. There are so many paths to choose from and we are fortunate that our parents built a base for us to
explore the limitless opportunities in this country. 

My final piece of advice is to the parents. As part of our naivety, as youth, we waste a lot of time and have a
propensity to not engage in productive activities. This is where I ask the parents to discipline and help guide the
youth into the path of personal exploration and interesting productive activities that I mentioned previously. I
believe this will help the youth become brilliant and proficient in their respective careers.

Tell us a little bit about your shoutout in support of Palestine at the end of your valedictorian speech.

I made the remark to free Palestine as it was a topic that everyone was aware of at the time. I knew that the crowd
contained significant supporters of Zionism and the state of Israel, so I made a remark that they surely did not
want to hear. I wanted to challenge their profound ignorance directly as many of them are simply misinformed
from biased information sources. With unsettling their ears and listening to the support from many members of
the crowd, I hope I challenged even just one person to independently research the objective falsehood of the
Zionist ideology and the occupation of Palestine. 

The responses I received were almost completely positive. My friends would ask me some questions on my
decision to make the remark, and the conversation would spiral into an overall breakdown of how the land was
seized from the Palestinians and the facts of Israel’s tyrannical rule. In regards to negative responses, I did hear
about two of my school friends’ fathers being angry at the remark, but I have never met them nor do I care. We
must continue to educate others whenever the opportunity arises and challenge the Zionist narrative which is
widely present in our environment.

What are the challenges you have faced growing/learning in a non-Muslim
environment and how did you overcome them?

Truthfully, I haven’t had a problem growing and learning in a non-Muslim
environment. I know some people do feel uncomfortable, but I don’t feel that way. As
long as you keep a positive mindset and show you are a benevolent person, I believe
you won’t have any issues. I personally have a multi-ethnic and multi-religious friend
group at school, and we all understand our respective religious practices and
accommodate any religious needs accordingly. If you are humble and set your mind
forward, you won’t have come across many difficulties in a non-Muslim environment. 
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In this month's issue, I'd like to share my experience as a new Muslim trying to learn the Holy Quran and Sunnah.
The key is to know that Allah (SWT) will guide whom He wills and he has made the religion easy. In Surah Qamar,
verse 17, Allah (SWT) confirm this when He says, 

 
ِكرٍ  دَّ ۡرنَا اۡلُقۡرٰاَن لِلذِّكِۡر َفَهۡل ِمۡن مُّ َوَلَقۡد َيسَّ

We have made this Qur'an easy as a reminder. Is there, then, any who will take heed?

I will be honest - it was a little difficult trying to learn my first Surah, which was Al-Fatiha, but eventually I was able to
memorize it and other surahs. To achieve this goal, at first, I would just read the English translation to get an
understanding of what I was going to learn. Then, I would watch English transliteration videos of the surah, and
write the verses down over and over. I would read an ayat, then cover it and try and say it to myself. I would repeat
this process until, with the grace of Allah (SWT), I was able to nail it into my head. 

Obviously, I also did not grow up doing many practices that are from the Sunnah of our beloved Prophet (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص). It was
not really hard to do but I just had to get used to it. For example, I was not used to eating my right hand every single
time, but Allah (SWT) guide me and I eventually just got into the habit. The same applied to Salah as well. Over time,
I learnt how to do Salah like Allah's Messenger taught us to, and to pray Sunnah prayers on top of that too. On the
other hand, learning the Azaan was comparatively easy. When you go to the Masjid everyday, you keep listening to
it and are able to memorize it. 

My message to all the brothers and sisters in the community is that Allah (SWT) has made our religion easy for
EVERYONE in the whole world. He has given the Quran and the example of the most perfect being, Prophet
Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص), as guides for the whole ummah. 

I pray that All-Mighty Allah guides the whole world and makes it easy for all of us to learn His word and religion and
to live up to what He commands. Ameen! 

In a normal year, right around this time of year we would be wishing some of our friends and relatives as they
departed for Hajj, and asking them to pray for us. Some of us would have been blessed with the ability to go
ourselves. Of course, despite the gradual improvements around us, this is still not a normal year. While the decision
to limit this year’s Hajj to 60,000 vaccinated residents was disappointing for many, it was obviously a wise choice in
terms of public health and safety. 

What the pandemic has laid bare is the need for community. And Hajj is one of the greatest blessings that Allah
SWT gives us — a way to unite the entire Ummah in one place, at one time, all wearing the same clothes, all saying
the same prayers, labbaik Allah-humma labbaik. Performing the same rituals together, living in tents together. 

This is a feeling of belonging and togetherness that all of humanity needs. We all try so hard to find it in other areas.
It’s why we love professional and college sports — we get to be with other fans from all over, wear the same
clothes, chant the same chants, root for our team. Trek to Bryant-Denny or Fenway Park — more than one article
even refers to Fenway Park as the Mecca of baseball! It’s one of the few sources of joyful community that a secular
world has to offer.  

All those things are fun, they are a poor substitute for the true community of believers, brought together for the
ultimate pilgrimage. Allah SWT knows what we need, and it is all there for us — next year, inshaAllah. 

My Journey to Islam: Learning the Quran and Sunnah  
By Scott Asad

Being Muslim in Secular America: Hajj 
By Wafa Hakim Orman
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The Proudest Blue: A Story of Hijab and Family (Ibtihaj Muhammad & S. K. Ali) – A
beautifully illustrated story about the first day of school for two sisters, for one of whom it is
also the first day of donning the hijab.
Yasmin (Saadia Faruqi) – This series follows fun, energetic Yasmin, a Pakistani-American
second-grader, who uses her unique imagination to face various relatable situations. Titles
include Yasmin the Builder, Yasmin the Explorer, Yasmin the Fashionista, and more. 
The Grand Mosque of Paris: A Story of How Muslims Saved Jews During the Holocaust
(Karen Gray Ruelle and Deborah Durland DeSaix) – This powerful book brings attention to a
little-known piece of history about the Muslim community of Paris and their efforts to
protect Jews from the Holocaust during World War 2 .
Amina’s Voice (Hena Khan) – Like any other middle-schooler, Amina faces issues when it
comes to friendships, her own unique identity, and just fitting in. The book also explores
what happens when local masjid is vandalized and how the greater community comes
together. 
Other Words for Home (Jasmine Warga) – This free-verse book tells the take of a Syrian
refugee, Jude, who leaves behind her beloved father and brother and comes to America
with her mother when the situation in her hometown gets too volatile. As Jude assimilates
into American society, she deals with various other challenges and wonders if this new
country will ever become home.
Amal Unbound (Aisha Saeed) – Young Amal's dream is to become a teacher. However, a
run-in with the son of a corrupt landlord puts a damper in her plans and she must work as
his family's servant to pay off her debt. Amal challenges the cruel status quo and regains
her life and dreams.  

First off, Nabeela Ata, shares, "The Al Aqsa mosque in Israel. There, they have
a place from where the Prophet Muhammad (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) went to Miraj. They have
marked that small spot from where the Buraq took him up to the heavens. I
wish I can go back there and say Nafl there again."

For Musarrat Yousuf, one of the most unique place she’s ever prayed was in
Rome, Italy on an abandoned basketball court in front of the Colosseum.
Another interesting place she mentions was an old abandoned masjid in
interior Sindh, Pakistan. 

According to Mecca Hall Jackson, the most unique/interesting place she has
ever prayed was the airport because she was traveling alone for work and
was nervous because of the people and the way they treat Muslim women.

Lastly, Aisha Riyaz notes that one of the most special places she's offered
prayer is the Riyaz-ul-Jannah of the sacred Masjid Al Nabawi. 

Summer Reading List  
By Sohail Baig

 

Long, lazy summer days demand good books as companions. Here's a list we've compiled especially
for our readers - the titles all feature young Muslims as their main protagonists.  Give them a try
and let us know what you think! 

Surely, most of us will agree that there is no easier way to find sukoon (peace) than in prayer. No matter where we
are, what we are doing, there is something wonderful about just putting things on pause to communicate with our
Lord and Creator. Here, we talk to some community members and ask them what are some unique and interesting
places they've gone down in sujood! 

KIDS ZONE

KIDS ZONE

KIDS ZONE

Places We Pray 
By Amna Minhas 

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud
reported: I said, “O
Messenger of Allah,
"Which deed is the

dearest to Allah?" He
replied, "To offer the
prayers at their early
stated fixed times." 

(Sahih al-Bukhari 527).


