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From the HIC President
Assalamu Alaikum Dear All,
This year, Eid-ul-Fitr will be on Thursday, May 13. We look forward to a livelier
attendance this time around inshaAllah, and also hope to have some activities
for children.
As we move through this blessed month, we would like to encourage everyone
to start paying Zakat-ul-Fitr at the rate of $10.00/person. The earlier you pay, the
more beneficial it will be for those receiving the money. We have set-up the
donation drop box near the men’s entrance for this purpose. We also encourage
everyone to participate in our annual fundraiser on May 8th. It will be a short
event, inshaAllah.
A few other options for everyone to get involved with the masjid finances is to
make sure you have set-up your AmazonSmile account to benefit the Islamic
Association of the Tennessee Valley (legal organization of HIC). Each purchase
you make from smile.amazon.com then automatically makes a small donation
to HIC without any increased cost to you!
Finally, I encourage everyone to look into becoming an auto-withdrawal (ACH)
participant for HIC. It only takes a couple of minutes to set-up and will be a great
continuous charity for you! Each person should look at what they can afford and
start to participate. Even if it's $5.00/month, we encourage you to sign up!
Barakallahufeekum,
Omer Iqbal

From the Editorial Board
For many of us, as Ramadan comes to a close, there is a sense of continued
wonder and peace and yet along with it comes bewilderment and a feeling of
loss almost. Are we already so close to the last 10 nights? How did we reach this
point so quickly? Where did the time go by?
And then, many of us, begin to ask ourselves this key question: Did I make the
best use of time? Did I give it my all? Sometimes, it definitely isn’t easy. Family,
work, and other commitments seem to take up decent chunks of our time too.
But as we head into the last stretch of this blessed month, let’s not lose stride
and be disheartened. InshaAllah, let’s keep up our pace, slow as it may be, for as
Allah (SWT) has told us, "Take one step toward me, I will take ten steps towards
you. Walk towards me, I will run towards you."
As always, remember to share your feedback and thoughts to:
secretary@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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Community
Acknowledgement
HIC would like to show
appreciation to some special
members of our community - the
First Time Fasters!
Please email your child's name to:
Ahmad Alkilani
religious@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org

Community Reminder
The 27th Annual Youth Quran
Memorization Contest will
inshaAllah be held on
May 9, 2021 via Zoom.
For additional information or to
register for the contest, please
contact the Weekend Islamic
School:
hicsundayschool@gmail.com

Community Media Presence
HIC community members were
recently featured in an article
published in the renowned
National Geographic magazine.

Weekly Online Schedule
Friday Halaqah
Sunday Seerah Class (6:30 PM)
Join using this Zoom Link.

Imam's YouTube Channel

From the Imam's Desk

The Importance of an Islamic Will By Imam Ragab Abdelmoneim

A will is a legal document that declares who can use the assets from your estate after your death. It encompasses
how your property is dealt with, and also states which of your trusted family members or friends is in charge of
distributing your estate, i.e. your Executor. Our beloved Prophet Mohammad ( )ﷺsaid “It is the duty of a Muslim
who has anything to bequeath not to let two nights pass without writing a will about it.” (Sahih al-Bukhari).
“It is prescribed that when death approaches any of you—if they leave
something of value—a will should be made in favor of parents and immediate
family with fairness. This is an obligation on those who are mindful of Allah.”
(Quran 2: 180).

According to the wisdom of senior Muslim scholars, this aforementioned verse in the Quran should be combined
with verses 11 and 12 of Surah An-Nisa to calculate how much each eligible family member should receive from
your estate. When you die, you want to ensure that those who are left behind know your wishes and that your
Islamic duties are fulfilled. This also includes taking care of funeral expenses and leaving an inheritance for family
members according to the guidance in the Qur’an.
If you don’t have an Islamic will, you should consider making one as soon as possible. Please email
imam@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org for further information.

Journey to Islam: A Conversation with Reverts
Assalamu Alaikum Brothers and Sisters,

By Scott Asad

Alhamdullihah, I am not the only Muslim revert in our beautiful community. Everyday, we have reverts all over the
world take the Shahada and accept Islam, which is the world's fastest growing religion, SubhanAllah. Allow me to
introduce two other members of our community as we converse with them about their Ramadan experiences.

Brother Yunus, (Muslim for 5 months):

Brother Wade, (Muslim for 17 months):

How did you plan for your first Ramadan?
"I didn't do any special planning for Ramadan. As far as I
knew, Ramadan is the Holy Month in which the Quran
was revealed to Prophet Muhammad ()ﷺ. We fast for the
whole month from sunrise to sunset and are supposed
to spend more time with family and engage in more
worship, such as voluntary salah, dhikr, dua, charity, etc."

How did you plan for your first Ramadan?
"Well, since it was my first, I didn't exactly know what
to do. Since my family isn't Muslim, I wouldn't really
have Suhoor and I would just have to eat a good bit
throughout the night. I looked forward to it as the best
month there is. As a Hadith says, 'When Ramadan
enters, the gates of Paradise are opened and the gates
of Hell are closed, and the Shaytan is chained.'"

Eid Al Fitr is a big day for us. Plans for the day?
"I don't have any plans for that day, other than going to
the Masjid and spending time with family."

Has this Ramadan been easier than your last?
"More or less. It's still as hard, but I know what to
expect"

Will your fasting have an impact on your family?
"InshaAllah, yes. Although, they are Catholic, they know I
am Muslim and they see me do Salat at home. Allah tells
us not to argue with People of the Books for no reason,
but to speak with them to better our relationships with
one another. Alhamdulillah, sometimes my family and I
have religious conversations and we respect one
another. Even when their views contradict Islam, I have
to always be patient and respectful, have good
conversations with them [about our beliefs] and show
them my religion through my actions."

Will this Ramadan influence anyone you know?
"I would like to break my fast with others. I have been
giving dawah to Christians and such and other people,
but I want to learn as well. I did a dawah project for my
old English teacher and others helped me put it
together as well. The documents has arguments for
the existence of God, refutes some common
misconceptions, and gives the basics of what we
believe in Islam."
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Being Muslim in Secular America: Zakat
By Wafa Hakim Orman
Last month, I wrote about how the 5 pillars, the essentials of our faith, are truly
blessings from Allah (SWT) for us. Since many of us choose to pay our Zakat
during the holy month of Ramadan to multiply our rewards, I will focus on Zakat
this time.
Why is Zakat considered a blessing from Allah (SWT)? Obviously, it’s a blessing for
the people who receive it — but it’s also a blessing for the ones who are fortunate
enough to give it. The process of calculating it builds gratitude for what we have
been entrusted with. It’s a time to reflect that whatever we have comes from
Allah (SWT), and that we are only temporary caretakers of it. In a consumerist
society, we are bombarded with messages that encourage us to think of our
possessions as a reward — this is mine, because I’ve arrived, because I’m worth it,
I deserve it, all the advertisements say.

“And establish prayer
and give Zakat, and
whatever good you
put forward for
yourselves – you will
find it with Allah.”
(Quran 2: 110).

But the truth is, nothing truly belongs to us. We are stewards of our wealth and possessions, for a short time. We
can’t take our worldly goods with us into the Afterlife. What we have/own in this life is not a reward — it is a test.
The true reward only comes after we shed all our worldly possessions for a plain white shroud, and even then only
if we pass the test. And the test is this: Did we use our wealth to help those who need it? Who do not have enough
to make up the nisab? Giving Zakat is Allah's (SWT) yearly reminder of this; a reminder that even the wealth He
gave us needs to be purified by giving some of it away.
As we give it to those who need it, we do not have the luxury of looking away from the needy. In a society where
cities put spikes and bars on benches to prevent homeless people from sleeping on them, we are forced to
acknowledge the presence of widespread need and pain, and commanded to do something about it, not just be a
passive witness. This is Allah SWT’s gift to the entire world, because a world where wealth is simply hoarded is a
world of cruelty and inequality.
If you’d like to be a part of this conversation,please email secretary@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org

Words of Wisdom
By Sohail Baig

Every month we hope to share some wisdom, lessons learnt, and/or advice from the elders in our community. This month's column
features some key pointers by Shah Alam. Brother Alam has previously served as General Secretary on the HIC's Board.

On balancing work life & family time with Ramadan obligations:
"Balancing religious obligations, work and family lives during Ramadan can be challenging. Religious obligations
are priority. Work and family activities can be managed with pre-planning and by postponing non-essential tasks
until after Ramadan. Allah has given me some flexibilities in my work and family lives, and I plan to use the
flexibilities as much as I can."
On the challenges of Ramadan in the midst of a pandemic:
"Sleep deprivation - not being able to sleep continuously [is the biggest difficulty]. Covid, on the contrary, has
made Ramadan easier for us since we can work and study from home. The community has also done a
remarkable job to control the spread of virus, and we should continue to do so. We should follow the
government's health guidelines and common sense for gatherings."
On Ramadan and Eid celebrations:
"We are living in a special time with pandemic. We will continue to stay home during Ramadan, and pray from
home. For Eid, my children from out-of-state locations will be coming home. Family togetherness and good food
will be our major activities for Eid."
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Eid Decor Tutorial
By Amna Minhas

With Eid almost around the corner, here is a simple yet cute décor tutorial for you
to follow! Below are basic guidelines and an example, but you can get as creative
as you like!
Materials Needed:
Canvas or card stock
4 or more paint colors
Water and a paint brush
Masking/painters tape
Steps:
Get your canvas and start by creating a 'Eid
Vibe' of your choice on it. For example, you
can paint a moon and star.
Next, put the tape across it, creating several
shapes of different sizes.
Get a paintbrush and dip it in some water,
dab it lightly a few times on a paper towel to
remove extra water.
Put different colors of paint in each shape
and spread the paint so it covers the entire
shape.
After each shape is covered with paint, let it
dry for a few hours.
After the paint is completely dried, then
gently peel off the tape.

Countdown to Eid
By Aasim Musani & Abdullah Sheikh
There is so something special about the excitement of Eid for every believer but, of course, it's is a lot more
magnified when it comes to kids and younger children. Here's what some of our junior community members
have to say on what they are most looking forward to, their coveted Eid presents, and more.

"We want Covid-19 to go
away, so we can go visit
our family in Egypt."Jenna and Maria,
10 and 6 years
"I want a room
makeover including
new curtains,
bedsheets, and a new
carpet. - Eliyah, 9 years

"My favorite part is
the sweets and the
money my dad
gives me." Murad, 9 years

"I want Legos for Eid,
probably Ninjago
Legos since that is my
favorite show" - Kinan,
7 years
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"Our Eid favorites: Prayer.
Decoration. Candy. Gathering
with the community and playing
with other kids. And new clothes,
Eid gifts, and the Eid takbeerat."Abdelmoneim Siblings,
11, 9, 7, 6 & 4

