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In the Name of Allah, The Most Gracious, The Most Merciful ◊

◊

Bismillah Ir-Rahman Ir-Raheem

In this Issue:

A Message from the HIC Vice President
HIC would like to introduce our new imam Sheikh Ragab Abdel-Moneim from Egypt. He is
married and has 2 daughters. Currently he is working as instructor in English Islamic
studies department in Al-Azhar University. He is also an imam of Al-Rahman Mosque in
Cairo. He memorized the wholly glorious Qur'an with qira'at and Ijazat (Hafs–warshabugaafar). Despite being only thirty two years old, he has a Bachelor of Literature and
Education, Bachelor of Islamic Daw'aa and Master degree in Islamic Daw'aa from Al-Azhar
University.
Abu Dhar al-Ghafari said: “The Messenger of Allah (PBUH) said: ‘Sadaqah is prescribed for every
person every day the sun rises.’ I said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, from what do we give sadaqah if we do
not possess property?’ He said: ‘The doors of sadaqah are takbir (Allahu Akbar), Subhan Allah,
Alhamdulillah, La-ilaha-ilAllah, Astaghfirullah, enjoining good, forbidding evil, removing thorns, bones
and stones from the paths of people, guiding the blind, listening to the deaf and dumb until you
understand them, guiding a person to his object of need if you know where it is, hurrying with the
strength of your legs to one in sorrow who is appealing for help, and supporting the weak with the
strength of your arms. These are all the doors of sadaqah.” “Indeed good deeds take away bad
deeds.” [Holy Qur’an, 11:114]
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Want to know more?

…there are many miracles contained within the textual composition of the Qur’an?
The guidance that mankind received from Allah SWTLA in the Holy Qur’an is the most
magnificent of the Qur’an’s miracles, but there are other textual ‘miracles’ that also bring
awe to the wonder of the Book of Allah SWTLA. Here are just a few of them.

If you would like to know
more about Islam, please
browse the HIC webpage

• The word for “a day” (yawm) is used 365 times, indicating the number of days in a year
• The word for “a month” is also mentioned 12 times, indicating the 12 months in a year
• Life in "this/our world” (Dunya) and life in the “Hereafter” (A'akherat), whose meanings and
relationship are very clear, are each mentioned 115 times
• In the 3rd Surah of the Qur’an, Al-Imran, Allah SWTLA points to a similarity between Adam
and Jesus. The names of these prophets are each mentioned exactly 25 times in the Qur’an
• The words for “man” and “woman” each occur 24 times
• The words for “angels” and “devils” are each mentioned 88 times
• The words for “life” and “death” each occur 145 times
• The words for “hardship” and “patience” are each mentioned 114 times

www.huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
or send an E-mail to

dawa@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
WELCOME!

“If anyone travels on a road in
search of knowledge, Allah
will cause him to travel on
one of the roads of Paradise.”
~Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) Tirmidhi

Disclaimer : Views expressed in this newsletter may not represent views of the Huntsville Islamic Center (HIC).
HIC and its constituents are not liable or responsible for the accuracy and/or content contained within this newsletter or
external content which may be referenced within this publication.
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About HIC
HIC was founded in 1985 in Huntsville, Alabama and serves as the center of the Islamic community for North
Alabama. With the multitude of nationalities, ethnicities, and religious backgrounds of our community, HIC
strives to operate effectively to support and meet the needs of our diverse community, without giving
preferences to any group.
The mission/vision of HIC is to live our faith as a congregation, inspired by the teachings of the Qur’an and
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) as individuals and as a collective body, and to be the anchor of a model community
of practicing Muslims of diverse backgrounds, democratically governed, efficiently served, relating to one
another with inclusiveness and tolerance, and interacting with neighbors in an Islamic exemplary fashion.
HIC Offers a variety of services to its members and non-members including congregational prayers and services
for all Muslims, educational programs for both adults and school age children, Youth Center activities for both
physical and religious enrichment, and many other activities for adult men and women. Additional services are
offered for special events such as weddings, funerals, etc.
Under the auspices of the HIC, the Islamic Academy of Huntsville (IAH) is a non-profit school that was founded
in 1997 serving the Madison County area. IAH provides an academically challenging curriculum aligned with
American National Standards. Instruction in the Qur’an, Islamic Studies and
Arabic are all offered. IAH has been a fully accredited KG-6th Grade school
since 2009. (See Page 7 of for more information on IAH)
If you would like more information about HIC or IAH, please send your
requests by E-mail to board@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org.
We’re on the web! Get the latest news, event information, and connect with us at www.huntsvilleislamiccenter.org

HIC Community News
For every news there is a reality and you will come to know.” (Al-Quran 6:67)

ٍ۬

ُون
َ ف َت ۡع َلم
َ (لِّ ُك ِّل َن َب ٍ۬إ م ُّۡس َت َق ۚر َو َس ۡو٦٧)

Births

Requests

Losses

Our Muslim Ummah has been
blessed with the addition of new
members. May the children hold
fast to the deen to be successful in
this world and in the Hereafter,
and may they be coolness in the
eyes of the family. Ameen.

Alhamdulillah for the blessings and
opportunities to have patience that
we are bestowed by Allah SWTLA.

We request your dua’as for the
surviving families. Inna lillahi wa
inna ilayhi rajioon. (To Allah do we
belong and to Him is our return.)

 Hind El-Mubarak gave birth to a
baby boy in early March 2013.
The adorable boy has been
given the name Yahya

 The family of Azzam Muhammad
requests your duas for ease in
their family members’ recovery
from injuries resulting from the
house fire in January.

North Alabama Muslim Community Event

 Br. Mohammad Khaled Atassi
(Feb 2013)
 The father of Sr.
Mbacke (Feb 2013)

Khadijah

 The Aunti of Sr. Marilyn (Nai'la)
Lewis-Alim (Feb 2013)

Landmark Cultural Exhibit, March – June 2013

The Birmingham Islamic Society, along with the YMCA of Greater Birmingham and co-sponsored by the Birmingham
Islamic Society, have come together to bring the photographic exhibit “BESA, Muslims Who Saved Jews in World War
II,” to Birmingham, March 5 – June 30, 2013 in the David Vann Gallery of the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute. In
addition, The Birmingham Museum of Art, in partnership with the sponsors and co-sponsors, will present the film,
“BESA: The Promise,” Thursday, April 18, at 7 p.m. The free event will be held in Steiner Auditorium. “BESA: The
Promise,” is the never-before-told story of the Muslims of Nazi-occupied Albania who saved the lives of thousands of
Jews during World War II.

For information on the exhibition, visit bcri.org

For information on the documentary, visit artsbma.org

If you would like more information about HIC community events and opportunities to meet other members of our Muslim
community, or if you would like to suggest an event to help strengthen of our Islamic community, please refer to the HIC
Event Calendar on the last page of this newsletter or write to social@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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HIC Community Notable Achievements

AAMU Professor receives 2012 AABEA Achievement Award
Dr. Nesar U. Ahmed, P.E., Professor of Civil Engineering at Alabama A&M
University (AAMU) is the recipient of American Association of Bangladeshi
Engineers and Architects (AABEA) Achievement Award – 2012. He was
nominated by the AABEA New York Chapter, and the Central Executive
Committee of AABEA selected him for the Award. It was presented in the
Biennial Convention of AABEA in Phoenix, Arizona, on November 10, 2012.
Dr. Ahmed served 24 years at AAMU, and 4 years at Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET). He
received his doctoral degree from Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN, in 1989 for his research in the field of Solid
Mechanics on Aero-Space Applications. At AAMU, he is involved with externally funded research projects, and
brought substantial value research grants/awards and scholarships from US Air-Force, NASA-ASGC, NSF, US Army,
and private industries.
For 15 years, during the summer semesters, Dr. Ahmed travels to Bangladesh to educate local engineers on AISC
Steel Construction Manual and 3-D Structural Steel Design and Detailing software. He is a lifetime member of
Bangladesh Earthquake Society (BES), and fellow member of Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB), and is a
member of ASCE, AISC, NSPE, AABEA, AEA/NEA. He is involved with the Islam-Hakim Foundation, a charitable
organization for humanity, founded by his father.

AAMU Associate Professor receives
Medallion of Commendation
Dr. Mohammed A. Alim, Associate Professor
of Electrical Engineering at Alabama A&M
University, was awarded the Medallion of
Commendation for his continuous efforts
towards acquiring State-of-the-Art scientific
research equipment for the University in
January 2013.
Dr. Alim received his Bachelor of Science,
Honors, and Masters of Science, Physics, from
the University of Dhaka, Bangladesh, in 1975
and 1976 respectively. In addition, he earned
his Masters of Science, Physics, from
Marquette University, Wisconsin (USA) in
1980 followed by his
Ph.D. in Electrical
Engineering in 1986.

If you would like more information about HIC community events and opportunities to meet other members of our Muslim
community, or if you would like to suggest an event to help strengthen of our Islamic community, please refer to the HIC
Event Calendar on the last page of this newsletter or write to social@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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Holy Qur’an

َضرَّ عُون
َ ك َفأ َ َخ ۡذ َن ٰـهُم ِب ۡٱلب َۡأ َسا ٓ ِء َوٱلضَّرَّ ٓا ِء لَ َعلَّهُمۡ َي َت
َ َِولَ َق ۡد أَ ۡرس َۡل َنا ٓ إِلَ ٰ ٓى أُم ٍَ۬م مِّن َق ۡبل

We have sent already unto peoples that were before thee, and We visited them with tribulation and
adversity, in order that they might grow humble. (Holy Qur’an, Ch. 6 Al-Anaam, Verse 42)
ۡ َك أ
َّ إِنَّ ٱلَّذِينَ ءَا َم ُنو ْا َو َع ِملُو ْا ٱل
ِ ص ٰـلِحَ ٰـ
َصحَ ٰـبُ ۡٱلجَ َّن ِۖة ُهمۡ فِيہَا َخ ٰـلِ ُدون
َ ِت َوأَ ۡخ َب ُت ٓو ْا إِلَ ٰى رَ ب ِِّہمۡ أ ُ ْولَ ٰـٓٮ
Lo! those who believe and do good works and humble themselves before their Lord: such are rightful
owners of the Garden; they will abide therein. (Holy Qur’an, Ch. 11 Hud, Verse 23)
ٍ۬ قُ ۡل ءَا ِم ُنو ْا ب ِهۦۤ أَ ۡو ََل ُت ۡؤ ِم ُنو ْۚا إنَّ ٱلَّذ أُو ُتو ْا ۡٱلع ِۡلم مِن َق ۡبلِ ِهۦۤ إ َذا ي ُۡتلَ ٰى علَ ۡيہمۡ يخِرُّ ل ِۡۡلَ ۡذ َقان سُجَّ ٍ۬دا ويقُولُ س ُۡب ـ ِّب َنآ إن َك و ۡع ُد ِّب َنا لَم َۡفع
ُوَل
ََ َ ونَ حَ ٰنَ رَ ِ انَ َ ر
ََ ِ َ ون
َٓ ِ ِين
َ
ِ
ِ
ِ
َۡ ۡ
ٍ۬ ش
ُ ان ي َۡب ُكونَ َوي َِزي ُدهُمۡ ُخ
وعا
ِ َو َيخِرُّ ونَ لِۡلذ َق
Say: Believe therein or believe not, lo! those who were given knowledge before it, when it is read unto
them, fall down prostrate on their faces, adoring, Saying: Glory to our Lord! Verily the promise of our Lord
must be fulfilled. They fall down on their faces, weeping, and it increaseth humility in them.
(Holy Qur’an, Ch. 17 Al-Isra, Verses 107 ~109)

ۚ َّ ض إِ ََّل مَن َشآ َء
ِ ُّور َف َف ِزعَ مَن فِى ٱل َّس َم ٰـ َوٲ
َٱَّللُ َو ُكل أَ َت ۡوهُ َدٲخ ِِرين
ِ ت َومَن فِى ۡٱۡلَ ۡر
ِ َوي َۡو َم يُن َف ُخ فِى ٱلص
And (remind them of) the Day when the Trumpet will be blown, and all who are in the heavens and the
earth will start in fear, save him whom Allah willeth. And all come unto Him, humbled.
(Holy Qur’an, Ch. 27 Al-Naml, Verse 87)

The Sunna of Prophet Muhammad SAW
Narrated Abu Huraira: The Prophet said, "Paradise and
the Fire argued, and the Fire said, "I have been given
the privilege of receiving the arrogant and the tyrants.'
Paradise said, 'What is the matter with me? Why do
only the weak and the humble among the people enter
me?' On that, Allah said to Paradise. 'You are My Mercy
which I bestow on whoever I wish of my servants.'
Then Allah said to the Fire, 'You are my (means of)
punishment by which I punish whoever I wish of my
slaves. And each of you will have its fill.' As for the Fire,
it will not be filled till Allah puts His Foot over it
whereupon it will say, 'Qati! Qati!' At that time it will be
filled, and its different parts will come closer to each
other; and Allah will not wrong any of His created
beings. As regards Paradise, Allah will create a new
creation to fill it with." (Sahih Bukhari, Book 60, #373)
Narrated Abu Waqid al-Laithi: While Allah's Apostle
was sitting in the mosque (with some people) three
men came, two of them came in front of Allah's
Apostle and the third one went away, and then one of
them found a place in the circle and sat there while
the second man sat behind the gathering, and the
third one went away. When Allah's Apostle finished his
preaching, he said, "Shall I tell you about these three
persons? One of them betook himself to Allah and so
Allah accepted him and accommodated him; the
second felt shy before Allah so Allah did the same for
him and sheltered him in His Mercy (and did not
punish him), while the third turned his face from Allah,
and went away, so Allah turned His face from him
likewise. (Sahih Bukhari, Book 8, #463)

Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Amr bin Al' As: I heard Allah's
Apostle saying, "Allah does not take away the
knowledge, by taking it away from (the hearts of) the
people, but takes it away by the death of the religious
learned men till when none of the (religious learned
men) remains, people will take as their leaders ignorant
persons who when consulted will give their verdict
without knowledge. So they will go astray and will lead
the people astray.“ (Sahih Bukhari, Book 3, #100)
Narrated Haritha bin Wahb: Al-Khuzai: The Prophet
said, "Shall I inform you about the people of Paradise?
They comprise every obscure unimportant humble
person, and if he takes Allah's Oath that he will do that
thing, Allah will fulfill his oath (by doing that). Shall I
inform you about the people of the Fire? They
comprise every cruel, violent, proud and conceited
person." Anas bin Malik said, "Any of the female slaves
of Medina could take hold of the hand of Allah's
Apostle and take him wherever she wished."
(Sahih Bukhari, Book 73, #97)

Narrated Anas: Allah's Apostle said, "Whoever
possesses the (following) three qualities will have the
sweetness of faith (1): The one to whom Allah and His
Apostle becomes dearer than anything else; (2) Who
loves a person and he loves him only for Allah's Sake;
(3) who hates to revert to atheism (disbelief) as he
hates to be thrown into the Fire."
(Sahih Bukhari, Book 85, #74)

If you would like more information about the beautiful religion of Islam, about the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him),
or about the Muslim way of life, please write to dawa@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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Focus Topic: Genuine Humility
There is an event that occurs within Muslims which could
be called a certain religious ‘journey’, when at some point
in their lives they become more serious about their
religion and begin to change themselves. Sometimes
they can become very passionate after they find
themselves a teacher in the form of a sheikh, or a
community leader, a YouTube channel, etc, but whatever
the source they find they are certain that it is THE
‘authentic’ knowledge. So they change and can become
very rigid, tough, and suddenly the people who are
around them gain the title of ‘misguided’.
The first people they may become frustrated with are
likely the family members. Some friction may develop,
though nothing changed except that this individual had
decided to see the world through a different pane of
glass. It could also create friction between friends, that
same set of friends had for many years. Suddenly though,
after building this new iman those people are seen
differently. Maybe those friends just understand the
deen in a different way, or they don’t take a certain
subject as strictly, but regardless, a barrier starts to
develop between them. Next, the finger pointing of
‘wrongs’ and ‘rights’ begin, and this individual may say to
themselves, “Alhamdulillah, Thank goodness I was here,
or they would continue to go astray.”

started with Iblis at the beginning and unfortunately we
have continued the trend within ourselves today.
Some ways that we judge others with the intention to
increase our own ego is by looking at the members of
our community. A sister wears a hijab when another
does not. A brother has a beard when another does not.
There may be people who wear the façade of the
religion, the outward appearance of strong iman, but
inside the person may have an ego that may nullify any
good deeds they are doing. Rasoolullah SAW warns us
that “The one who has an (mustard seed) worth of
arrogance in their heart, Jannah is not open to them.”
We all must look inside ourselves to see if this religious
disease exists.
Take note if you say to yourself,
“Alhamdulillah, I showed up just in time to lead these
people to the right way. If it wasn’t for me, these people
would be so deviant.” If that’s your attitude, it means you
wrongly think that the deen is something that you can
provide. However, you cannot, as iman is only given by
Allah SWTLA, and He is in no need of us, but we are in
need of His deen.

Arrogance is very difficult to fix. Can you identify it within
yourself? A test may be that if, while you were reading
this, you were thinking of a member of the community
who you think is arrogant, you may have your own
This feeling that is developing within may feel like a good
arrogance to be concerned about. If someone ‘corrects’
thing, after all, they are telling them about an ayat, about
you about matters of the deen and you get offended, or
something from the Sunna of Rasoolullah SAW, and so
if there is a discussion and, during this discussion, you
only good can come of it, right?. What they don’t realize
must have your opinion heard by everyone, then there is
is there is something else going on inside of them. Say,
a matter of ego to be corrected. This is especially a
for example, that before he or she turned to religion they
concern if it is in matters of religion.
were known as the leader of their group, the center of
attention, and with that position came respect. Now, after Our time of death is written. We may be focused on
turning to religion, that place of respect was lost. So what whether we are going to get that job, that new car,
happens is one looks for that importance again, in other whatever achievement of this world, but at any moment
of Allah’s SWTLA choosing our lives will be over and we
areas, like the deen.
will face the result of our true intentions and actions. To
They start saying “Let me tell you the right way” etc., and be concerned with matters of this world, with our
find that now, as that view of the religion is told, a new individual importance, is to ignore the importance of, and
venue of superiority appears. In this way, one is using not internally appreciate the power of, Allah SWTLA.
the religion itself as a means to pump up the ego and
Genuine and humble intention in your deeds, whether
self importance, rather than for the sake of Allah SWTLA.
those are forbidding evil, encouraging the adherence to
This behavior is not limited to youth, but happens to all the Sunna, or in doing anything that we are ordered in
ages and throughout all history as well. Who was the the religion of Islam, must be done purely for the sake of
first to try to show his superiority through his ego? The pleasing Allah SWTLA. If we lose our genuine humility, we
one and only Iblis (Satan). On what occasion did Iblis may lose the guidance of Allah SWTLA with a hardened
refuse a command from Allah SWTLA? He refused to bow heart, an inability to be moved by the Qur’an, the
down before Adam AS because Iblis felt he was superior absence of emotion (when was your last cry in salaat),
to Adam AS, and that he himself should have been given and this would become a threat to our entering Paradise.
the sole religious purpose of worshipping Allah SWTLA,
The writer is no better than the reader. I ask Allah SWTLA
that was ultimately given to Adam AS and his progeny.
that He would give us soft hearts, true and deep iman,
We see this arrogance today in phrases like “I should lead and to be of those who genuinely shed tears when the
the salaat”, “I should speak at the Khutbah”, and in words of Allah SWTLA are upon our ears. Oh Allah, may
questioning why other persons were chosen for the roles. our actions reflect only our true intentions and may our
People fight for religious titles when there is no worldly genuine intentions be only of those that are truly humble
return for having them. This arrogance, this virus of ego, and most pleasing to You. AMEEN
If you would like more information about the beautiful religion of Islam, about the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him),
or about the Muslim way of life, please write to dawa@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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The Science of Tajweed
Aa’isha (RA) narrates that Prophet Muhammd (SAW) once said:
"One who is well versed in the Qur'an will be in the company of those angels who are scribes,
noble and righteous; and one who falters in reading the Qur'an, and has to exert hard for
learning, gets double the reward." (Muslim)
Reading the Qur’an according to the rules of tajweed is a must. The word tajweed itself means to
perfect; to produce each sound from its right place and with its exact characteristics. Every sound in
Arabic has specific characteristics and a specific place of enunciation; we should know where a letter
comes from and what characteristics make it unique to be able to produce letters and syllables
properly to read the Qur’an as prophet Muhammed (SAW) used to read it.

One of the unique characteristics of Arabic letters is the quality of depth the sound may have; if it is
low or high, and the shape of our jaw when we are pronouncing them. In this regard, we will divide
the letters into two types, Tafkheem and Tarqeeq.
1. Letters of Tafkheem (“Awesome” / Fattening):
Those are the letters that are pronounced with the tongue high up in the back and with the jaw
rounded. The shape our jaw adopts is the same as when we say the words AWEsome and Y’all.
• Letters that always have tafkheem. These are the seven letters in the group
They are also called the tafkheem letters. These letters do not all have the same degree if tafkheem,
instead there are differences according to the letter’s characteristics, and the strength or weakness of these
characteristics. Every time a letter has a strong characteristic, its tafkheem is stronger.
• Letters that have tafkheem sometimes and tarqeeq (low) other times according to specific rules.
a) The lengthened alif after the letters of Tafkheem
b) The

in the Glorious name of

c) The
2. Letters of Tarqeeq (“Alligator” / Thinning) :
Those are the letters that are pronounced with the tongue low in the back of the throat and the
jaw is flat. The shape our jaw adopts is the same as when we pronounce the beginning of the word
ALlligator. Those are all of the remaining letters of the alphabet, like; baa, taa, thaa….etc,.

For more info please refer to this website:
http://www.abouttajweed.com/tafkheem-and-tarqeeq/
tafkheem-and-tarqeeq-part-1.html

HIC offers multiple Qur’anic recitation courses, taught by community volunteers, in both Arabic and English.
If you are interested in attending, please see the HIC Event Calendar on the last page of this newsletter. If you would like
to suggest additional classes, for these or other skills, please write to board@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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“IAH inspires students who through their adherence of
Quran and Sunnah and their love of learning will work to
make the world a better place for future generations.”

Assalamu Alaikum, Dear Respected brothers and sisters,

IAH Annual Fundraiser

IAH is very pleased to be celebrating its 16th Anniversary, all praise due to Allah (SWT). A strong Masjid facility in
addition to a strong Islamic Educational institution is vital to meet the needs of current and future Muslim youth.
Having these institutions flourish and thrive in Huntsville will be a blessing upon the entire community.

IAH is holding its annual fundraiser on April 6th, 2013 at the Holiday Inn, Research Park. This year’s

IAH fundraiser goal is completely different than other years as we have a plan to open a Middle School which
requires the school facility expansion, on top of the regular school expenses. Many educational establishments in
North America have advanced slowly similarly to IAH, and have developed into High-school facilities which attract
Muslims from across the country. As our community grows we need to prepare ourselves to be a major Islamic
hub for the North Alabama region. Please support IAH in its plans to build a middle school for our youth.
Last year, this event brought together over 250 people from our community to enjoy a night together. Jazakallah
Khair! Thank you for supporting our school! Insh’Allah this year our guest speaker will be Br. Monzer Taleb.
Br. Monzer is an Imam, lecturer, Qari, Khateeb, and has been a teacher for multiple Masjids in the Dallas/Fort
Worth area in Texas for the past 30 years. Also, serving 15 years as a motivational speaker for local and national
Masjids and Islamic organizations, he has conducted many seminars in leadership, family, youth workshops, and
many series of Prophet Muhammad (SAW) & the companions. He was the Founding Father of the youth center in
Dallas, Texas and currently is a member of the board of trustees’ of the Islamic Association of North Texas. Br.
Taleb has been in the Telecom Business for the past 20 years and currently is a teacher at Al’Bayyienah Institute.
Again, I pray to Allah (SWTLA) to give “barka” to those who donated or pledged to cover the cost of COSMOS
building; I also pray to Allah to put their heart for the care and love for the school. JazaKum Allah Khairan
Ahmad Shikh, HIC Education Secretary

IAH Notable Achievements
Congratulations to Assem Belhad, a fifth grade student at IAH, on qualifying to represent our community at the
state level of the National Geographic Bee. The state Geographic Bee will be held on Friday April 5, 2013, at Samford
University in Birmingham, AL. Each year thousands of schools participate in the National Geographic Bee using
materials prepared by the National Geographic Society. More information : http://www.nationalgeographic.com/geobee/
May Allah (SWTLA) give him success so that he may advance to the national level of the competition. Ameen.
Congratulations to Zohair Memon, a sixth grade student at IAH, who has been selected to compete in the Alabama
Science and Engineering Fair. He will be representing IAH in this statewide competition. May Allah (SWTLA) help him
succeed in any and all of his endeavors.

Hafz Program
IAH would like to thank Brother Amr Desouky for the great
opportunity he provided to IAH and to our community. Jazak
Allah Khairan for your volunteered time and for what you are giving to our
children and community.
In the second half of this academic year, Brother Amr started a special
advanced Qur’an Hifz program. He selected a group of students who showed
great ability to memorize Qur’an and fluency in reading Qur’an to work with
for a few hours a day to accelerate their Qur’an memorization. The goal of this
program is to have a good number of Qur’an Hafez within 4-5 years in our
community.

IAH Year End Schedule
Su

M

Tu

May
5
12
19
26

6
13
20
27

7
14
21
28

W
1
8
15
22
29

Th
2
9
16
23
30

F
3
10
17
24
31

Sa
4
11
18
25

23 Last Student Day (Half Day)
24 Teacher’s Last Workday
27~ No Classes

If you have a child enrolled in the Islamic Academy of Huntsville, or if you are interested in enrolling your child and would
like further information about the fully accredited Academy (SACS CASI), please visit the IAH website for a variety of useful
information at http://islamicacademyofhuntsville.org/
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HIC Weekend Islamic School
Assalamu Alaikum wa Rahmatullahi wa Barakatuhu!
The Huntsville Islamic Center (HIC) Weekend Islamic
School provides academic programs for both children
and youth.

Our Program
The program encompasses the study of the Holy
Qur'an, Arabic Linguistics, and Islamic Studies, to
include instruction in Aqeedah (basic beliefs), Ibadaat (acts of worship), and the Seerah (history and
traditions of Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him (PBUH)).

Our Mission
Currently, the school’s student body has an enrollment of 140 students from Kindergarten through 12th
Grade. Seventeen qualified teachers administer the Islamic curriculum. Three of these teachers are
volunteers. The staff and student body at the school come from an array of diverse, ethnic, and cultural
backgrounds. Classes are in session each Sunday from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm, with the exception of
holidays. The academic curriculum is divided into two sessions. A brief break is provided for students
between sessions for refreshments and recreation.
The HIC Weekend Islamic School is committed to providing students with an Islamic foundation in
accordance with the Holy Qur'an and the Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). The goal of the program
is to create academic excellence in a strong, Islamic environment. Teachings are based on Islamic moral
and ethical values. The school aims to not only teach younger students in the K – 12 range, but also uses
Muslim youth raised in America as teachers and
role models to involve them in the learning process,
with the aid of their mentor. Occasional guest
speakers include visiting scholars, mentors, and
Islamic educators. The school also takes part in
various
local
interfaith
programs.
Through
cooperative efforts with the school and local
community projects, students are challenged to
become caring and successful Muslim American
citizens.

Announcements
Insha’Allah, plans are underway for the 19th Annual Youth Ramadan Qur’an
Memorization Contest tentatively scheduled for Sunday, July 21, 2013. Based on
grade and knowledge level, students will be assigned Qur'anic Surahs to
compete with their fellow students in memorization. Contestants will be judged
on clarity of voice and rhythm of recitation. Prizes will be awarded. Registration
forms will be made available once dates are confirmed and details of the
contest are finalized. Stay tuned for future updates!
For additional details please contact us at hicsundayschool@gmail.com

If you would like your child to attend HIC’s Weekend Islamic School, please contact Br. Mohammed Miran at
HICSundaySchool@gmail.com or simply bring your child to the IAH/HIC entrance and a coordinator will assist you.
Everyone is welcome and don’t forget to bring a friend!

Huntsville Islamic Center – Paradise Newsletter
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Tips on being a Good Muslim and Good Husband

Brothers
’

Den

First and foremost, always emulate the behavior of the Prophet Muhammad [ ]صلی ہللا عليہ وسلم
with his wives: Allah (SWTLA) says in the Qur'an: "You have indeed in the Messenger of Allah, a
beautiful example (of conduct) for anyone whose hope is in Allah and the Final Day, and who
remembers Allah much." [Qur'an - 33:21]

Overlook the shortcomings of your wives - Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) overlooked his wives'
shortcomings, and tolerated their (rare) less-than-ideal behavior. Books of Hadith are full of
examples of how he ignored what he did not like about their actions, and only responded with a smile and
patient silence. Once, when he became angry with all of them, he left their company and resolved not to talk to
them for a month. So taking his (PBUH) actions as the ideal example, you may consider not shouting or verbally
reprimanding her for every mistake, but rather ignore the event until she has calmed down and realizes, on her
own, of the impropriety of her actions
Praise her small gestures or good traits openly, especially before your family - It takes only
three small words to give your wife a compliment, and it doesn't have to be every day, but it
will have an enormous impact on your marital relationship. Also, if you praise her in front of
your family members, even if she is absent, this would be a sadaqah on your part.
Your wife's adherence to religious obligations and her education are your responsibility - A
Muslim husband is aware that Allah (SWTLA) will question him about what he has provided for
his wife’s secular and religious education, so he strives to make sure that his wife gains
knowledge of the Qur'an, attends seminars for gaining knowledge of Islam, and secular
education of her choosing. It is imperative that you ensure your wife fulfills the obligations of
Islam, by using gentle reminders to ensure that she performs the five daily prayers on time, fasts
during Ramadan, pays the zakat on her wealth, wears appropriate clothing in front of other
men, and implements the essential principles of Islamic character in your children.

"Your Lord has decreed that you worship none but Him and that you be kind to
parents. Whether one or both of them attain old age in your life, say not to them a
word of contempt, nor repel them, but address them in terms of honor. And out of
kindness, lower to them the wing of humility and say, "My Lord! Bestow on them
Your Mercy even as they cherished me in childhood." [Noble Qur’an 17:23-24].
“Curry” is a generic term used to describe a wide variety of dishes whose origins are from Southern and
Southeastern Asian cuisines, as well as New World cuisines influenced by them such as Trinidadian or Fijian.
They may contain meat, poultry, fish, or shellfish, either alone or in combination with vegetables. Wet curries
contain significant amounts of sauce or gravy based on yogurt, coconut milk, legume purée (daal), or stock. Dry
curries are cooked with very little liquid which is allowed to evaporate, leaving the other ingredients coated with
the spice mixture. This recipe is a classic example of a wet curry, made with shrimp.
Prawn Curry -Serves 4
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 large onion, chopped
10 fresh curry leaves (optional)
1 tablespoon ginger garlic paste
1 teaspoon ground coriander
2/3 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground turmeric

1 tomato, finely chopped
1 teaspoon ground red chile pepper
2 pounds medium shrimp
- peeled & deveined
1/4 cup water
1 teaspoon garam masala
chopped fresh cilantro to taste

1. Heat the oil in a wok or large saucepan over nearly high heat. Add the
onions; cook and stir until browned. Mix in the curry leaves, then season with
the ginger garlic paste, coriander and salt. Cook and stir for 1 minute.
2. Season with salt and turmeric, then mix in the tomato, chile powder, shrimp
and water. Reduce the heat to medium-high and cook for 7 to 8 minutes,
until shrimp are opaque. Taste and adjust salt and chile powder if necessary.
Season with garam masala, stir and remove from the heat. Garnish with fresh
cilantro and serve with flat bread or rice.

Questions or Comments about the newsletter? You can provide feedback about this issue or make suggestions for future
content by sending your comments to HICNewsletter@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org. or speak to any member of the HIC
Newsletter Team (Mahdiya [Sara] Morshed, Wafa Hakim Orman and Shah Alam). We look forward to hearing from you!
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It’s the Kid’s Corner!!!
Asalaamu Alaikum! Hi kids! This page is made JUST FOR YOU! You can find
word games, beautiful pictures to color, and fun facts to learn all right here. Be
sure to look out for HIC’s Paradise Newsletter to get the answers to these
challenges and for the next dose of fun!

WORD FIND
This game is called ‘Word Find’. In the game square,
circle the letters that would make up the words listed below.
They can go up–down, left-right, or diagonal. Once you find all
of the words, sign your name on the top of this page and give it
to your parents to submit to the HIC Newsletter email. If you
are the first to submit the correctly completed puzzle, you will
receive a prize! Happy word finding!
(the first has been found for you)

MUHAMMAD

IBRAHIM
LUT
AYUB
DAWUD
YUNUS

ADAM
ISMAIL
MUSA
ISA

COLOR ME HEALTHY

NUH
ISHAQ
HARUN
ELISHA

Last week’s Word Find winner
was Ayra Alam!

MashaAllah Ayra, Good job!
Ayra received a prize for being
the first to submit a completed
puzzle. Who will be the next
winner… maybe it will be you!

(Submitted from the last release of PARADISE)
If you have some ideas for games or other content for the Kid’s Corner page, please send your suggestions via email to
HICNewsletter@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org for review. Please keep suggestions for content appropriate for ages 5~12 and
without images of human beings or animals.

Huntsville Islamic Center – Paradise Newsletter
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The Story of the Boy and the Cocoon
A boy found a cocoon of a butterfly. One day a small opening
appeared. He sat and watched the butterfly for several hours as it
tried to force its body through that little hole. Then it seemed to stop
making any progress. It appeared as if it had gotten as far as it could, and it
could go no further.
So the boy decided to help the butterfly. He took a pair of scissors and snipped off
the remaining bit of the cocoon. The butterfly then came out easily, but it had a swollen body and
small, shriveled wings.
The boy continued to watch the butterfly because he expected that, at any moment, the wings
would grow bigger and open up to be able to support the butterfly’s body, which he also expected
would get smaller.
Neither happened! The wings never expanded and the body never got smaller. In fact, the
butterfly spent the rest of its life crawling around because it was never able to fly.
What the boy did not understand, even though he acted intending kindness, was that Allah SWTLA
has made the cocoon difficult to get out of so that, during the struggle, the butterfly’s blood
would be forced to its wings so that it would be ready to fly once it achieved freedom from the
cocoon.
The lesson the boy learned is that sometimes struggles are exactly what we need in our lives. If
Allah SWTLA allowed us to go through our lives without any difficulties, it would make us weak.
We would not be as strong as what we could have been. We could never "fly"!

“My Day of Fun” Story Contest!
Asalaamu Alaikum Kids!
Did you attend the 2013 Community Kite Festival at John Hunt Park on Saturday,
March 9th? It was a wonderfully fun gathering of many people from HIC as well
as many others of North Alabama’s community.
If you attended the festival, write a short story about what you did during
the event. Don’t forget to write about your favorite part of the whole day!
If you did not attend, that’s ok, because you can still send a story about
any day full of fun to the Paradise Newsletter team.
Send your stories to HICNewsletter@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org and it
may be selected to be shared with the community in the next newsletter!
Imagine, your story would be published! How exciting!
If you need help with writing the story, ask your parents or friends at HIC
to be sure to make the story full of fun details, Inshaa Allah.

If you have a child enrolled in the Islamic Academy of Huntsville, or if you are interested in enrolling your child and would
like further information about the fully accredited Academy (SACS CASI), please visit the IAH website for a variety of useful
information at http://islamicacademyofhuntsville.org/
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Arabic Language Lab
Arabic is an important language to learn as a Muslim because it is the language that Allah SWTLA has chosen to be
the language of the Holy Qur’an. Though learning any language may seem a daunting task at first, eventually and
with the help of Allah SWTLA, anyone can learn to read the Qur’an in its original Arabic form. Here’s a little help in
getting started with learning the language of the Qur’an.
Arabic Script Background: The Arabic script evolved from the Nabataean Aramaic script. It has been used since
the 4th century CE, but the earliest document, an inscription in Arabic, Syriac and Greek, dates from 512 CE. The
Aramaic language has fewer consonants than Arabic, so during the 7th century new Arabic letters were created by
adding dots to existing letters in order to avoid
ambiguities. Further markings indicating short
vowels were introduced, but are only generally
used to ensure the Qur'an was read aloud without
mistakes.
Number of letters: 28 - some additional letters
are used in Arabic when writing place names or
foreign words containing sounds which do not
occur in Standard Arabic, such as /p/ or /g/.
Additional letters are used when writing other
languages. The letters are shown with their names
in the table to the right.
The sounds they
represent are, in most cases, similar to the first 1
or 2 letters of the names listed below the letter.

Example:

ل

= Laam

English sound: /L/

Want to share this or another topic from this newsletter? Find it online at http://www.huntsvilleislamiccenter.org

English Language Lab
English is the language that the majority of Americans speak and so it is critical for anyone living in the US to be
able to speak, read, and write in English. Many who come to the US already know a little English, but may need to
work on proper sentence structure and with understanding common terms used in conversation. Here is a little
help with your continued English language journey.

Word Meanings
Exemplar – an ideal model, one who serves as a
best example of a particular behavior or being
Example: “Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) is an

exemplar to not only Muslims, but to all of
mankind.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Dissonance – lack of agreement; especially
inconsistency between the beliefs one holds or
between one's actions and one's beliefs
Example: “A person may come to the Masjid

and offer prayer, but they show dissonance
when they go to a bar afterwards.”
~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Rekindle – to light up, stir up, or bring back
something which previously was there
Example: “I had not spoken to my sister for so

long, but after hearing a lecture, I decided to
call her up and rekindle our relationship.”

Present Tenses
There are two present tenses: The present simple
and the present continuous. Generally, the present
simple is used to refer to everyday habits that you
have.
Examples of Present Simple:

Tom takes the A train to work every day.
Peter usually gets home at seven in the evening.

The present continuous is usually used to refer to
events happening at the present moment in time.
Examples of Present Continuous:

They're doing their homework at the moment.
Mary's playing tennis with Tom right now.

Present Simple Structure in positive & negative:
Positive: Subject + Verb + Objects

You eat lunch at noon.

Negative: Subject + do not + Verb + Objects

They don't enjoy cleaning.

HIC offers multiple language learning courses, taught by community volunteers, in both Arabic and English. If you are
interested in attending, please see the HIC Event Calendar on the last page of this newsletter. If you would like to suggest
additional classes, either for language learning or other skills, please write to board@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org
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Charitable & Volunteer Opportunities
Giving in charity is required of every financially stable Muslim. Desiring to pay your zakat,
sadaqah, or to offer simple services is part of the Muslim character, so please continue to
contribute to the community at every opportunity.
Abu Hurairah (RA) reported: Allah's Messenger (PBUH) related that Allah, the Most Blessed and High, said:
O son of Adam, spend, I will spend on you. The right hand of Allah is full and overflowing. Ibn Numair
said: Overflowing and nothing would diminish it, by overspending day and night. (Sahih Muslim)

Two volunteers needed for general HIC community support needs. Support needed to:
1) Prepare a wall calendar for 2014, monthly, with prayer times and HIC activities added to each date
2) Update HIC community directory
Contact the General Secretary if you are interested: secretary@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org

Don’t forget to donate for the expansion of HIC & IAH! Donations for HIC can be dropped in the
HIC drop box or by web at http://www.huntsvilleislamiccenter.org/donation.php For more information
on opportunities to give for the expansion of IAH, please see pg. 7 of PARADISE for fundraiser info.

Help Wanted / Advertisements
"Allah loves for any of you, when he
does something, to do it well."
- Ahasan hadith by Al-Bayhaqi in Shu'ab alEemaan, 4/334, from Aa'ishah
Running a business. Raising a family. Keeping it halal.

‘Muslimahs Working at Home’ is a supporter and resource for
Muslimahs with an entrepreneurial spirit. Launched in 2010, the
company provides guidance to Muslim women in their efforts to
establish profitable, home-based businesses or to obtain work-athome jobs from viable companies. The goal: To help Muslim women
achieve a lifestyle that successfully blends the need for an earned
income, while meeting the demands of raising a Muslim family.
For more information, visit

www.muslimahsworkingathome.com/

Fast Stop Convenience Store

4901 Meridian St N, Htsvl

Come by the store today to pick up all
Your convenience store needs, as well as
freshand hot breakfast, lunch or dinner!

Special! 12” Pizza $8.99 + Free 2 liter Soft Drink!!!

Chicken Wings: 5-$2.99 / 10-$5.49 / Party Size- $11.89
All Beef Hot Dogs $1.49
Deli Sandwiches…and more!
Contact: Fawaz Almatheel

256-489-8569

JUMAN BOUTIQUE

Juman Boutique sells Pakistani and Indian dresses
for women and girls. Our entire catalog of clothes
is posted on Facebook and updated frequently
with new designs and trends.
For More Information Facebook.com/jumanboutique
Youtube.com/jumanboutique

269-815-8626

www.Jumanboutique.com
Email: jumanboutique@gmail.com

SURAJ IMPORTS

256-830-4951

Come by the shop today to get delicious HALAL
meat and south Asian foods for your family.
Suraj Imports, Suite E
4320 University Dr NW
Huntsville, AL 35816
Open 7 days a week
11:00am - 9:00pm
Indian & Pakistani Grocery

ISLAMIC BOOKS FOR CHILDREN

For questions, please contact Shahada Haqq

sharellehaqq@yahoo.com
Stories of The Prophets in the Holy Qur'an : Includes
all 25 prophets (the best mentors) in the Qur’an, fully
illustrated $13. Link: Stories of the Prophets

Noble Women of Faith : Includes the main four
mothers of the believers fully illustrated - $7 dollars
Link: Noble Women of Faith
These books are available at discount
prices on Amazon.com

BABYSITTING & HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

For more information and a quote, contact Jessica:
Email: jessica_ann_key@yahoo.com 256-604-1728

AUTO DETAILING

256-698-5131

Interior & exterior cleaning services available for your
car, van or SUV. “I will come to you!”
Full Interior & Exterior Detail: $80
Hand wash & Vacuum: $25

Contact Abdul Azeez: brotherabdulazeez@yahoo.com

If you would like to advertise in the HIC Newsletter for your business or individual needs, please write to
HICNewsletter@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org. There is no cost at this time; however, we ask that you make a donation for
your advertisement to the HIC drop box or by web at http://www.huntsvilleislamiccenter.org/donation.php
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HIC Event Calendar

The activities listed below are offered, free of charge, for anyone interested in participating. Days and times of listed activities
are subject to change at any time. For locations of classes/events, please see the Event Calendar on the bulletin board in the
Main Hall of HIC or online at http://www.huntsvilleislamiccenter.org/community_calendar

Activity

Offered By:

Brother’s Activities

Sister’s Activities

Fitness & Volleyball

HIC Community

Sun / Tues / Thurs
After Isha Prayer

Beginners’ Arabic
Grammar (English)

Sr. Wesam Shash

Mon: 6:00 – 9 PM
Fri: 8:00 – 10 PM
Tuesdays
11:00 AM – 1 PM

Advanced English
Beginners English
Badminton
Intermediate Qur’anic
Tajweed (English)
Jumah Prayer
Quran Tajweed Class
Halaqaah (Arabic)
Halaqaah (English)
Beginners Arabic
Quran Reading Class

Sr. Mahdiya
(Sara) Morshed
Sr. Mahdiya
(Sara) Morshed
HIC Community

Tuesdays
6:30 - Isha
Wednesday & Friday
6:30 - Isha
Wed: b/t Maghrib & Isha
Sat: 8:00 AM - Noon
Fri: 11 AM – 12:15 PM
Fri: 7:45 PM – 8:45 PM

Sr. Wesam Shash
HIC Community
Br. Abu Baker

Fridays
12:30 PM

Fridays
6:15 – 7:15 PM
Sat: 1:00 – 2:30 PM
Fri: 6:15 – 7:30 PM
Sun: 10:30 – 11:30 AM
Fri: 7:30 – 8:45 PM

HIC Community
Sr. Maisoon Zaza
Sr. Betul Erdem
Br. Sherif

Everyone Welcome

Saturdays & Sundays
After Fajr Prayer

Intermediate to Advanced
Qur’anic Tajweed (Arabic)

Sr. Wesam Shash

Monthly Potluck Dinner &
Town Hall Meeting

HIC Community

Women’s Hadith Workshop

Sr. Wesam Shash

Seerah Classes

Br. Amr & Mehra

Saturdays: Magreb- Isha

Weekend Islamic School

HIC Community

Sun: 10 AM ~ 1 PM

Beginners Arabic

Br. Majed Matar

Learning through
Participation

Br. Baber

Advanced Arabic

Br. Majed Matar

Biography of Muhammad (PBUH)
Sr. Mecca
or Fundamentals of Belief
Sr. Wesam Shash
Beginners Tajweed
Monthly HIC
Board Meeting

Sr. Wesam Shash
Board Members

Saturdays
1:15 – 3:15 PM
First Saturday of the
month: 5:30 PM – 7 PM
Every second Sat 6-9PM

Sundays
10:00 – 11 AM
Sundays
10:30 – 11:30 AM
Sundays
11:00 – 12:00 Noon
Sundays
11:45 AM – 1 PM
Sundays
3:00 – 5:00 PM
Last Sunday of the
month: 11AM – 1 PM

Community Announcements

• Although new parking spaces have been added, please continue to carpool whenever possible.
• HIC Expansion: Will add 4200 sq. ft. to the current facility to be completed before August 2013 (Inshaa Allah)
• IAH is opening 7th (seventh) Grade from Fall 2013 / IAH Fundraising – April 6th, 2013 at Holiday Inn on University Dr.

Questions or Comments?

Write to HICNewsletter@huntsvilleislamiccenter.org. We look forward to hearing from you!

